
As I mentioned in the last 

newsletter we made the deci-

sion last fall to incorporate 

the ministry. The steps re-

quired to accomplish the 

incorporation and achieve 

501(c)(3) designation from 

the federal government went 

very smoothly. However even 

with things progressing 

smoothly there was a great 

deal of paperwork and that 

took time. By the end of Feb-

ruary we were officially the 

òVisitors from the Pastó min-

istry and a recognized non-

profit ministry. We are still 

working on getting the state 

tax exempt approval and 

changing our name on a 

number of accounts. I actu-

ally did not realize how many 

places we were on a registry 

until I started to change the 

name! 

 We decided that the 

corporation will be a mem-

bership corporation, there-

fore you will find a member-

ship application in this news-

letter. If you would like to be 

a supporter of the ministry by 

becoming a member your 

only obligation is to affirm 

the ministry God has called 

us to and pledge to PRAY for 

us regularly. We believe God 

has not called us to have 

membership fees or dues. We 

do hope that you all will be 

able to be a part of our an-

nual membership meeting 

that will be held in the spring 

of each year. We will gather 

for a time of worship, sharing 

of the Word through drama, 

report of activities of the 

ministry in the previous year, 

election of Board of Directors 

members, and sharing of 

visions and dreams for the 

future. 

Dreams and Visions of the Future  

Impressions of the Journey  

Leaves from the Family Tree  
We were blessed to spend 

Christmas with Kerry and Joe 

and the family again this year. 

Mom went with us and she 

had an adventurous time in 

Vermont. Our first evening in 

Vermont as Mom was walking 

into the motel she lost her 

balance fell and fractured her 

pelvis. We learned that the 

treatment for a fractured pel-

vis is pain control and physi-

cal therapy. So Grandma 

spent her Christmas holiday 

with the fine doctors and 

nurses at Mt Ascutney Hospi-

tal. 

 What a blessing that 

little hospital was! They are 

the rehab facility for Dart-

mouth -Hitchcock Medical 

center. What that meant to us 

was that although Mom was 

there over the holiday and 

was only seen by the thera-

pist 3 times she had nurses 

who were skilled and efficient. 

She progressed well and one 

week after her fall we put her 

in a rented car (the climb into 

our truck was a little out of 

the question!) and drove her 

over two days the 500 miles 

to Sykesville. 

 As many of you 

know we have spent our win-

ters ministering in Georgia for 

the past 10 years, but this 

year I thought we would not 

be venturing far from Sykes-

ville. I was more than willing 

to stay home and help Mom  
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We Praise God; 

¶ For our church family. 

They are truly that, a fam-

ily, that helps and cares. 

¶ For Hal who loves his 

parents not just in word 

but indeed!  

¶ For the staff of Laurel-

brooke Landing nursing 

facility. They are profes-

sional and caring. 

¶ For the staff of Mt 

Ascutney Hospital. They 

too are professional and 

caring. 

¶ For the beginning of 

healing 

Please Agree with us in 

Prayer; 

 

¶ For our medical bills 

to be marked òPAID IN 

FULL!ó 

¶ For wisdom in direc-

tion for the future  

¶ For members for the 

ministry who are commit-

ted to pray and be active 

in leading the ministry 

into the future  

¶ For complete recov-

ery of health and stamina 

It is hard to believe that we are in the midst of Mother/Daughter Banquet season and I have 

not sent a newsletter out yet this year! I think after you hear my recap of the events of the 

winter and early spring you will understand. There are many happenings to report both in the 



after all I owe her at least 10 years of post-

poned trips! I am blessed to have a wonder-

ful brother who does not sit in Florida and 

say òHope it all works out for you!ó No he is 

part of helping us be there for Mom and 

Dad so he took a month of family medical 

leave and spent January with Mom. 

 Of course that was a multifaceted 

blessing for Mom. She not only had Hal 

there to help her as she started her rehabili-

tation but she had her boy there for a 

month long visit! It was a wonderful time for 

them both and of course we were able to 

keep to our ministry schedule. 

 February was a learning month for 

Mom. Any of you who know my Mom you 

know that she is fiercely independent. Well 

after Hal left she was still not at a place 

where she could drive herself where she 

needed to go so she depended on our won-

derful church family to help her and make 

sure she was able to be in the places she 

needed to be. It is always an interesting 

learning experience for those who have 

always been givers to have to receive. Sev-

eral years ago when I was struggling with 

that issue a friend pointed out to me that 

Psalm 23:2 says òHe Maketh  me to lie 

down!ó I had never noticed that before! 

 My Dad had an adventurous win-

ter as well. He aspirated on his dinner one 

evening and ended up in the hospital with 

pneumonia. He did not do well at all and 

we thought he might be preparing to go 

home with Jesus. Evidently God had other 

ideas after weeks of not opening his eyes 

or seeming to know when anyone visited 

he is once more awake. He has not fol-

lowed conversations for a long time but he 

does answer simple questions and he 

seems to know all of us. So once more we 

learn that God does not consult us before 

making decisions! Dad will be 95 years old 

on the 19th of May. We will get to see him 

on Motherõs day but will not be in off the 

road for his birthday. The blessing in de-

mentia is that he enjoys being with us 

when we can be there but does not seem 

to realize how long it must be between 

visits. 

 I have had a challenging winter 

medically speaking but what a praise I 

have to share as a result! As most of you 

know we have been struggling for some 

time with my digestive health. My sys-

tem just does not want to do what di-

gestive systems are supposed to do. 

That issue became increasingly trouble-

some this winter. After our return to PA 

in March I underwent a test to see how 

well my stomach empties. What we 

found out was that my stomach does 

not empty on itõs own. My gastroen-

terologist had me order a drug from 

Canada that although it has been on 

the market over 20 years there has 

never been approved in the US. Praise 

God it is available to us via the internet! 

After starting on that drug and stop-

ping the antibiotics which I have been 

on for over 2 years I am finally able to 

eat solid food in small amounts and 

digest them! My prayer now is that we 

will find the right balance of natural 

medications that will keep the Lyme 

disease under control without the use 

of antibiotics. We are praying that as 

we strike this balance I will not need 

any additional medical tests and we will 

begin to make progress in paying off 

our medical bills Thank you for your 

prayers to that end! 
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Where We have Been  

 As always our months in Georgia were an indescribable blessing. We had an abundance of opportuni-

ties to minister meeting new friends and having times of fellowship with old ones. I am, in fact, putting a pic-

ture here of some of our oldest friends in Columbus 

Georgia. (Yes I did mean it that way!!!) We do not have 

room to list here al the places we were and all the 

blessings God showered on us. I would like to thank 

everyone by name but you all know I canõt remember 

who I am from day to day let alone remembering all of 

your names. I would leave someone out and then I 

would not sleep and ...well you get the idea. Letõs just 

say that the folks in Columbus GA are some of the fin-

est in all the land. They would like to have us move 

there but then we would be too far from two little boys 

in Vermont, we would miss spring in PA and fall in VT 

so I think we will just save them for the winter and 

move around enjoying the best of all worlds!  

 

 

THANKS GEORGIA FAMILY FOR THE GREAT WINTER!  



Come Walk with the Apostle Paul and his friends  

We are planning to take a trip in the spring of 2008 and we would love to have all of you travel with us. 

We will be taking a cruise following the 2 nd and 3rd missionary journeys of Paul. Our travels will include 

a visit with Lydia in Philippi and Priscilla in Ephesus! Educational Opportunities is the group organizing 

the trip. They are a wonderful organization that has been taking folks on Biblical and historical trips for 

over 20 years. Our departure will be on March 24th 2008 and will last for 10 days. If you are interested 

in taking this trip contact us and we will send you a brochure that explains the itinerary and costs. We 

will also soon have a link set up at the website so you can register there. If you have any questions at 

all please be in touch. 

June 

2 Primitive Methodist Ladyõs group, 1:00 pm contact Grace Serafini 

765-6194 for details. 

5 Homewood Nursing Home, Martinsburg, PA 7:00 pm evening vespers, contact Verna Blough 814

-793-3648 for details.  

6-9 Western PA Annual Conference UMC 

10 Community Baptist Church, Cassadaga, NY 10:00 am contact Kathy Cross 716-595-2277 for de-

tails. 

11-15 Lakemont Church of God, Altoona, PA VBS 6:00 pm nightly contact Patti Ferricks (814) 941-

2836 for details. 

13 First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, PA luncheon contact the church for details (814) 536-

8141. 

17-21 Whenwood UMC VBS 6:00 pm nightly contact Kathy Coleman 

946-4129 for details. 

21 Juniata Gap UM, Luncheon 12 noon 

23 First Baptist Church Reynoldsville, PA childrenõs event at Renlo Park 1:00 pm contact Pastor Fer-

nadez 814-653-2763 for details. 

24 Dudley UMC, Dudley, PA morning worship 10:30 am contact Anna Spencer 814-635-3650 for 

details. 

 

July 

8 Old South Congregational Church, Windsor, VT morning worship Heritage days, contact Luella 

814-590-1937 for details. 

15-21 Wesley Woods, Grand Valley, PA MACD/SACK Camp, contact United Methodist Camping 

office umcamp@wpaumc.org for details. 

23-27 KiWeUM charge New Castle, PA VBS contact Pastor Barb Moore 724-654-3390 for details. 

mailto:umcamp@wpaumc.org


29 Stahlstown UM Stahlstown, PA 150
th

 anniversary celebration 1:30 pm contact Pastor Audrey 724-

593-7417 for details. 

30-August 3 Countryside EC Church, Clarks Mills, PA VBS contact Pastor Howell 724-253-3100 

church. 

 

August  

5 Bethesda Lutheran Church, Lower Burrell, PA Ladyõs Tea 2:00 pm contact Miriam Baker 724 335-

2635 for details. 

12 Raven Run Church of the Brethren, Saxton, PA morning worship contact Esther Miller 814-635-

3606 for details. 

 

September  

9 Christ Lutheran Church Rally Day 9:45 am. Contact Deane Armagost  

christlutheran@penn.com (814) 371-2470 (814) 371-0269 for details 

9 Waterford UMC, Lauglintown, PA 7:00 pm contact Pastor Rick Bowser 724-238-2498 

redkbowser@laurelweb.net for details. 

13 Windber Church of God, Windber, PA 7:00 pm contact Linda Hegadus 814-467-8938 for details. 

15 Roseville Chapel Church, Brookville, PA,Ladyõs retreat day, contact Ruth Kepple 814-849-8776 for 

details. 

15 Rimersburg UMC Rimersburg, PA Gospel Dinner 5:00 pm contact Joanne Hosey hosey@alltel.net 

for details. 

16 Broad Avenue UMC, Altoona, PA morning worship 9:30 am contact Pastor Joann Dugan 814-695-

5711 for details. 

16 Pisgah Presbyterian Church, Corsica, PA Ladies Banquet contact Pastor David Glenn 814-379-3491 

for details 

22 Central District UMW, Eastern PA, morning meeting, contact Arlene Rohrbacker Arle-

ne822005@enter.net for details. 

23 Sewickley UMC, Sewickley, PA 9:15 am Rally Day contact Pastor Russ Shuluga 412-741-9433 for 

details. 

29 Visitors from the Past Board of directors meeting 10:00 am 

30 Masontown UMC Masontown, PA Morning worship contact Dora Farrier 

 (724) 583-9446 for details. 

30 Masontown UMC, Masontown, PA Calendar party 2:00 pm contact Dora Farrier (724) 583-9446 

for details. 

mailto:christlutheran@penn.com
mailto:redkbowser@laurelweb.net
mailto:hosey@alltel.net


Many of you have asked about 

Whinny the Klown and her plans for 

retirement. Let me tell you the deci-

sions we have made after much prayer 

and waiting upon the Lord. Whinny 

will continue to do Bible Schools this 

summer (2007) and next summer. Fol-

lowing the last VBS of 2008 she will 

hang up her big green shoes put her 

feet up and retire. We are scheduled 

to do a few more single klown pro-

grams this year and next and we will 

fulfill any programs that are scheduled 

so if you have scheduled an event 

with Whinny rest assured she will be 

there with bells on. However we will 

not be scheduling any more single 

day or evening programs and Iõd like 

to take just a minute to explain why.  

 When we do a klown program 

whether it is one day or 5 days the 

preparation is the same. So if we are 

doing an evening program we must 

load 9 totes, a sound system, and suit-

case in the truck. We drive from 1 to 3 

hours to arrive at the event site. It usu-

ally takes about a half hour to unload 

the truck, and a half hour to set up 

props sound system and dressing room. 

Following the set-up I spend an hour in 

prayer as I apply the makeup to become 

Whinny. The program last from 45 to 60 

minutes, I remove the makeup, and it 

takes about 30 to 45 minutes to break 

down the props and sound system and 

pack them back in the truck. Then we 

still have 1 to 3 hours of drive time to 

get home. When we get home depend-

ing on the weather we need to unload 

some or all of the equipment and pack 

it back into the basement of the trailer.  

 I have to be honest with you 

just writing all that out made me feel 

tired. Jim and I have prayed about the 

future of this segment of the ministry 

and feel that God has clearly shown us 

that this was for a season and the sea-

son is over. We want to thank you all for 

the encouragement you have given us 

over these past 15 years as we have 

ministered through the foolishness 

of Whinny but she is getting older 

and it is time for her to rest!  

 I know when we mentioned 

this in the last newsletter I said that 

we would still be doing Bible school 

programs as a òMagical Storytelleró 

but as we have prayed over the win-

ter we are feeling God calling us to 

take our ministry in some different 

directions in the summer months. 

Please be praying with us about this 

as we have not received a clear di-

rection for the future of the ministry 

during the summer months.  

 We ARE continuing  the 

ministry of the women of the Bible 

as well as the great women of our 

faith in history. We will be booking 

our schedule as always for the rest 

of the year. We are just considering 

some new options for ministry in 

the summers. 

Where in the World is Whinny the Klown!  
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Membership Application  

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip code___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I believe that the ministry of the òVisitors from the Pastó is God called and God ordained. I re-

spectfully petition to be a member of this organization. As a member I pledge to pray regularly for Jim 

and Luella as they travel the country sharing Godõs word through drama and storytelling. 

 

I will pray ___daily ____weekly _____monthly for the ministry. 

 

Signed____________________  



As I mentioned in our last newsletter we had begun 

the process of researching and looking for a new 

home. The Dutchman served us well but it was never 

built to withstand the punishment our lifestyle 

dishes out! Following several months of research we 

decided that CrossRoads RV was the company that 

had the fifth wheel that would give us the best value 

for the money we were able to spend. We decided 

on the Paradise Pointe PF-35CK model. (That is only 

pertinent if you decide to go to 

the website to see some pictures 

of it.) We ordered the trailer and 

were able to pick it up as we left 

Georgia in March. I will not bore 

you with all the details regarding 

how wonderful it is but if you are 

near us any time please stop in 

to see. It is a beautiful home and 

we believe it is built well and will 

be our home for several years to 

come. 

Our New Home  

PO Box 121 

Sykesville, PA 15865 

Phone: 814-590-1937 

           814-591-9150 

luellakk@fool4christ.org 

www.fool4christ.org 

 

Return service requested 

Bringing the word of God to life 

dramatically 
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